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Old Dominion University
Introduction:
In 1968, five ancient Cypriot vases were donated to the University. The Special
Collections department at ODU has provided placards with tentative identifications and
dates for the vases. This information served as a starting point for an intensive study of the
five vases. This is the first intensive study of the collection of vases.

Initial Documentation:

Digitization:

Photographing

Inking

Objectives:

Comparanda:

• Creating publication-ready photos and drawings for Special Collections
• Gathering detailed and precise measurements of the vases
• Using the measurements to create detailed drawings of the vases
• Creating composite images of the vases using Illustrator and Photoshop
• Producing three-dimensional models of the vases using photogrammetry
• Identifying the vases based on shape, color, clay, and decoration
• Exploring possible functions of the vases based on their history and location

Other Cypriot vases from the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the UBC Museum of AnthroPhotographing the vases served as a starting point for the study. Photos were taken not

pology, and the David Johnson Collection were found to serve as points of comparison. These

only for documentation purposes, but also for the creation of the three-dimensional models.

vases had similar shapes, features, colors, and decorations. The labels and background informa-

The drawings were scanned, edited, and inked digitally using Adobe Illustrator and Photo-

Technical drawings and measurements were also made during this process. Photographing

tion the museums provided on their vases assisted in creating identifications and descriptions

and drawing the vases in detail helped with noting important features of the vases, such as

shop. Composite images were created by splicing the inked drawings with photographs taken in

colors, shapes, patterns, and textures. These details would later be used in identifying the

the previous stage. These composite images are useful in highlighting the unique characteristics of

vases.

the five vases.

of the five vases. The dates and styles given to the comparanda were compared to what was
found during the research process to ensure veracity. Gathering information on similar vases
could also assist in future endeavors to narrow down the origins of the vases.

Background on Cyprus:
Cyprus is an island in the eastern Mediterranean Sea with close connections with
Egypt and the Near East, but also the cultures of Anatolia and mainland Greece. In the
early Bronze Age, people on the island produced coil-made pottery (vase 1), but they
began throwing it on the wheel around 1650 BCE, probably introduced through contact
with Egypt or the cultures of the Lavant. Wheel-made bichrome ware, such as vases 2 and
3, characterized the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age in Cyprus. This type of pottery was
frequently found in the eastern regions Enkomi and Milea.

Drawing

Archeological activity began in Cyprus a little after 1850, and diplomats from foreign
countries took advantage of the failing Ottoman government. This allowed them to

Composites

excavate freely and export large numbers of artifacts that were divided and distributed
amongst the excavators. Often, these artifacts would end up in private hands or be sold
into the commercial art market. The British Crown Colony would declare in 1935 that any
undiscovered artifacts belonged to the government. Subsequently, Cypriot Greeks and
Cypriot Turks fought a series of wars over the island, further creating opportunity for their
mobilization off the island. Our vases were procured during that time.

Three-dimensional Models:

New Identifications:

Using photogrammetry, the use of photography in surveying and mapping to
measure distances between objects, we created three-dimensional models of the vases.
Each vase had markers placed around it and was then photographed at multiple
different angles and azimuths. The images were then brought together in Agisoft
Metashape to create the three-dimensional models. These models make it possible to
view and study the vases in detail virtually.

001
Juglet of Burnished Red Polished Ware
Middle Cypriot Bronze Age
1900-1600 B.C.E.

002
Oinochoe of Bichrome IV Ware
Cypro-Archaic I
700-600 B.C.E.
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003
Amphoriskos of Bichrome IV Ware
Cypro-Archaic I
700-600 B.C.E.

004
Oinochoe of Black Slip Ware
Cypriot Geometric I-II
1050-850 B.C.E.

005
Oinochoe of Red Slip III Ware
Cypro-Archaic II
600-475 B.C.E.

Conclusion:
These five Cypriot vases from ODU were studied intensively for the first time. By photographing the vases in detail we were able to

ritual alcohol consumption and wine drinking. Another important detail is that the style, shape, and time period of vase 001 provides

create three-dimensional models that made viewing the vases more accessible. Specific measurements of the vases were found in order

evidence that it may have belonged to the Philia culture. Further research into the topic could help narrow down where the vase may

to create digital composite drawings. Through our study we were able to compare the identifications provided by the Special Collections

have originated from.

placards to what we found while studying the vases. We found that the placards were not as accurate or as detailed as they could be.
Scholarly sources, as well as comparanda, assisted in the creation of new identifications and descriptions of the vases.
During our study of the vases we found that they were well preserved. This state of preservation strongly suggests they were found
in tombs, part of a common human funerary practice of including grave goods in a tomb to help send the deceased to the afterlife.
Moreover, our refined identifications of each vase type, such as oinochoe or juglets, allowed us to identify all five as vessels involved in

This study has provided Special Collections with more information on the vases in their care. Not only that, but it has allowed for
other researchers to study their origins and creation. All five vases are incredible teaching tools, and have allowed us to learn more about
Cyprus as well as the research process.

